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The Construction
Industry
Transformation
Map, launched
last October, aims to
make jobs in the
industry more
attractive and highly
skilled, and to rely
less on manual labour.
It also intends to more
than double the pool
of professionals in
digital technology,
prefabrication and
green-building
capabilities from
33,000 now to
80,000 by 2025.

Mr Muhammad
Haidil Kamali
(far left) and
Mr Ajit Kumar
are recipients of
the BCA-Industry
Built
Environment ITE
Scholarship.
They will be
working at lift
company
Chevalier.
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Study awards, diplomas
to boost building sector
134 ITE graduates and students receive BCA-Industry
Built Environment ITE scholarships and sponsorships
Derek Wong
At just five years old, Mr Ajit Kumar
would take apart damaged household appliances, fascinated by the
colourful and intricate wiring inside ovens and fans.
At seven, during his first experience of a power blackout at home,
he was not afraid. Instead, he was
curious about how it happened.
Now 21 and armed with a Certifi-

cate in Facility Technology (Mechanical and Electrical Services), he will
start work in March as a technical supervisor at lift company Chevalier.
Mr Kumar was among 134 recipients who received BCA-Industry
Built Environment ITE scholarships and sponsorships at an
awards ceremony yesterday at the
Institute of Technical Education
(ITE) College East in Simei.
New specialist diploma courses to
upgrade workers’ skills in the indus-

try were also unveiled at the event.
The study awards are part of a
drive to draw more young people
here to the construction sector.
The Construction Industry Transformation Map (ITM), launched
last October, seeks to overhaul a sector that has long struggled to attract
local workers.
The ITM aims to make jobs in the
industry more attractive and highly
skilled, and to rely less on manual
labour. It also intends to more than
double the pool of professionals in
digital technology, prefabrication
and green-building capabilities
from 33,000 now to 80,000 by
2025.

Second Minister for National Development Desmond Lee, who was
guest of honour, announced the inaugural Building Specialist Sponsorship (BSS) awards to help current
employees upgrade their skills.
The awards are for courses which
include a new ITE Work-Learn
diploma course which gives workers hands-on training in Building Information Modelling (BIM).
BIM, used by 60 per cent of major
builders here, is a 3D-model-based
process for more efficient planning, design, construction and management.
The BSS awards are also for specialist BIM diplomas for postdiploma graduates, offered by
Temasek Polytechnic and Singapore Polytechnic.
“This is a fast-paced growth area.
It is going to be a sector that generates interesting, varied and good
jobs and this is where all of you
come in,” said Mr Lee, who is also
Minister for Social and Family Development, in a speech to the award
recipients. He added it is not just
the Government that extends support, but industry partners too, as
some of the scholarships are co-

Top Indian lawyer
allowed to argue
case in High Court
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He is described as arguably India’s
most expensive lawyer, but he
once charged a token one rupee
(two Singapore cents) for defending an Indian national on death
row in Pakistan.
India’s Senior Advocate Harish
Salve is also the first non-Queen’s
Counsel (QC) foreign lawyer – and
the first from the Indian Bar – to be
allowed to argue a case in the Singapore High Court.
Under the law, a foreign counsel
can be admitted to argue cases in
court here on an ad hoc basis if he is
a QC or holds a rank of equal distinction from any other country, and
PERTINENT

Given our findings on the
complexity of the Indian law
issues, the court hearing the
Singapore proceedings
would definitely be more
assisted by Indian counsel
than by local counsel.

’’

JUDGE OF APPEAL JUDITH PRAKASH

has special qualifications or experience for the purpose of the case.
The Court of Appeal, in judgment grounds released last week,
explained Mr Salve’s ad hoc admission, saying it “was satisfied
that the need for the assistance of
qualified Indian counsel had been
amply demonstrated” in the circumstances of a case that had involved arbitration proceedings in
Singapore.
The case involved some 20 shareholders, including five young people, of Indian multinational pharmaceutical company Ranbaxy Laboratories.
They had sold a controlling stake
to Daiichi Sankyo Company, but in
2012, the Japanese pharmaceutical
firm started arbitration proceedings here against the Indian firm,
claiming it had been misled during
negotiations for the sale agreement.
By a two-to-one majority, the arbitration panel in 2016 found in
favour of Daiichi and awarded the
company more than $500 million.
The sellers of Ranbaxy – who were
in two groups – then applied to the
High Court to set aside the award
on several grounds when Daiichi
sought to enforce the order here.
The Indian firm also sought to
have Mr Salve admitted so that “he
might address difficult and novel
Indian law issues inherent in the
Singapore proceedings”.
The High Court turned down the
application last year and Mr Salve –
represented by law firms Rajah &
Tann and WongPartnership for the

Senior Advocate Harish Salve is the first non-Queen’s Counsel foreign lawyer
to be allowed to argue a case in the Singapore High Court. PHOTO: BLOOMBERG

two groups of sellers from Ranbaxy
– then appealed to the apex court.
They succeeded in the Court of
Appeal last year before Chief Justice Sundaresh Menon and Judges
of Appeal Judith Prakash and Tay
Yong Kwang.
Daiichi was defended by a team
of lawyers led by Mr Suresh Divyanathan, while Mr Jeyendran Jeyapal served as lead counsel for the
Attorney-General. Mr Christopher
Daniel was lead counsel for the
Law Society.
In written grounds last week explaining its decision, the Court of
Appeal said it found it relevant for
Mr Salve to represent the parties in
their challenge.
Noting that one group of sellers
in the case were minors, it said
their issue involved Indian public
policy and accepted that Mr Salve,
having been Solicitor-General of
India for three years, would have
considerable experience in Indian
public policy and broad experience in Indian law.
It added that the Singapore case

arose out of an international arbitration matter where the governing law was foreign law but the
seat was Singapore.
Stressing that not every such case
governed by foreign law will see
foreign counsel admitted, the top
court clarified that “it is all a question of what the court needs to assist it in achieving a correct and just
result in the case before it”.
“Given our findings on the complexity of the Indian law issues, the
court hearing the Singapore proceedings would definitely be more
assisted by Indian counsel than by
local counsel,” wrote Judge
Prakash on the court’s behalf.
Meanwhile, Daiichi has successfully applied to the High Court for
an Indian lawyer of similar stature
– Mr Gopal Subramanium – for its
team, following Mr Salve’s admission. The High Court hearing
will see the two opposing heavyweights in action alongside local
counsel in April.
vijayan@sph.com.sg

sponsored by firms. The scholarships target ITE students enrolled
in construction-related courses.
Chevalier is co-sponsoring seven
such scholarships this year.
Its director, Mr Quah Eng Hing,
68, said the sponsorship is a good
chance to attract more locals amid
an acute shortage of manpower in
the industry.
“With their technical background, they could be easier to
train. Their eventual roles could be
in leading maintenance teams with
their good knowledge and skills,”
he said.
But the Government continues to
be the main driver of the flagging
construction industry. Recent estimates from the Building and Construction Authority show that public projects will lead industry demand in the coming few years.
Mr Muhammad Haidil Kamali, 23,
who graduated in facility technology (vertical transportation), is another scholarship recipient who
will work at Chevalier.
“Locals have to step up and take
care of our own lifts,” he said.
wderek@sph.com.sg

Foreign worker who
plucked leaves gets
warning instead of fine
A foreign worker caught plucking
the leaves of a tree at the Singapore
Botanic Gardens earlier this month
has been issued a warning by the National Parks Board instead of being
fined.
The Bangladeshi worker’s employer successfully appealed on his
behalf to NParks against an earlier
$2,000 composition fine issued.
In a statement yesterday, NParks
said it had been in touch with his
employers.
Said a spokesman: “We have considered the mitigating circumstances related to the case and assessed that the damage caused by
plucking the leaves off the tree was
minimal.
“Therefore, while an offence had
been committed, we have decided
not to take further action... Instead,
we have issued him with a warning
not to repeat the offence.”
Photos of a notice of offence issued to the worker on Jan 14 for
plucking the leaves of a Syzygium
myrtifolium tree have been circulat-

ing on social media, with netizens
commenting on the amount of the
fine.
In its statement, the NParks
spokesman reminded the public
that it is illegal to damage or remove plants, or parts of plants,
from parks and gardens.
Offenders have also been taken
to court.
In one case, an offender who removed two critically endangered
Kopsia singapurensis saplings from
a park was prosecuted in court and
fined $3,000.
The Kopsia singapurensis – better
known as the Singapore kopsia – is
a small tree that grows in freshwater swamp forests, and can be
found only in Singapore and Peninsular Malaysia.
Under the Parks and Trees Act, it
is an offence to cut, collect or displace any plant within a public
park. Offenders can be fined up to
$5,000.
Amir Hussain

$2,000
The composition fine issued to the Bangladeshi worker.
His employer successfully appealed on his behalf to
NParks and he was then issued with a warning instead.

